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RANGE aup LiVeSdck REPORT as OF SEPTEMBER 12, los | | 


usually hot dry august except in the northern Panhandle counties. | 

northern Panhandle counties grass is supplying excellent grazing. Late dugt 
which effectively broke droughty conditions will start new grass in some sout 
and upper coastal counties, In some Western Plateau counties dry grass is : 
for present needs but in most other parts of the State dry grass was short ¢ 
was urgently needed to start new range feed. Some supplemental feeding was | 
done in central and southern counties. A limited acreage of wheat has been. 
in the northern Plains counties. Present prospects are very good for fall E 
winter wheat pasture. Condition of all range feed was reported st 73% on Se 
i; this was a 5 point decline during the past. 30 days and compares with a it 
decline of about 3 points. The 10-year September 1 average condition is 79) 
Pall range feed prospects were materially improved in southern ,contral. Edwat 
and upper coastal counties by rains during the first week of September. 
es | 
Cattle are sleek and fat in the northern Plains counties where the range fee 
generally abundant. In most other areas cattle are holding flesh fairly ve 
cured grass except in some eastern, centrel and southern counties where dry) 
very short. In these counties, cattle have shown considerable shrinkage in) 
supplemental feeding. Stock water was gotting iow in some eastern counties, 
for stocker cattle continues very strong in spite of short grass. Marketing 
cattle was active during August. Contracting this year's calf crop has bee} 
active, All cattle were reported at 80 percent condition on September 1, o 
with 82 percent a month earlier, The 10-year average is $4 percent, | 


Se 


Sheep and lambs were only in fair flesh in much of the Plateau country and } 
flesh in much of the Trans-Pecos area. Dry grass is sufficient for current) 
in most western and southern Plateeu counties where good rains were receivet 
late Jume and early July but elsewhere in the main sheep country ary grass © 
and rain is urgently needed. Solid mouth ewes and ewe lambs will be in stn 
demand for yrelacements if rains come soon, if the present winter wheat pi 
materialize lambs will be in very strong demand to put on wheat pastures. | | 
ranchers expect to hold more ewe lambs than ueuai., Pall sheep and goat she 
underwey, — Sheep and lambs are-reported at 77 percent condition on Septemby 
which recorded a 3 point decline during the past month; usually the conditis 
sheep and lambs declinesabout 2 points during this period, fag 
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September 1, 1948 Ty 69 ae 80. 77 : 
One month ago Sean Wee 78 TBE 82 80 
Oné year-ago 78 79 ts Me arog 83 i 
10-Yr. Avg. (1937-46) | i 

For September 1 80 79 Hoag Bh 82 : 


WESTEHY RANGE STATES: Range feed conditions in the West show about average condition, 4 
than the usual seasonal decline during August due to dry hot wea) 
Range feed and grazing conditions are generally good to very good in Montana, the Dakow 
Vebvraska, Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma, Idaho, Oregon, Washington, and the Texas Fanhandl) 
Worthern New Mexico, Lower and winter ranges aré dry with short feed in Wyoming, Nevad 
Western Utah,. In Texas, hot dry weather reduced range feed conditions, except in the 
and Northern Plains, with late August rains giving some relief in Southeast Texas, Sow 
and local areas of New Mexico have dry ranges and short feed. Arizona range feed was 
August rains. California has ample range and pasture feeds, Dry short feed is forcing 
movenent of Livestock from parts of Wyoming, locel areas in Texas, parts of Nevada, and 
Mew Mexico, The dry hot weather during August hastened the curing of range feed, excep 
vhere earlier lack of noisture had reduced range feed growth. High ranges have good fe 
early drying, where August rainfall was light, Winter wheat pasture prospacts are gene 
favorable im Western Kansas, Western Oklahoma, and tho»Texas Panhandle, » ' 
Gnitle and calves are generally in good condition and are making satisfactory gains, ex 
dry areas of Wyoming, Texas, Nevada, Southwestern New Mexico, and limited local section 
States, Dry short :ced in these dry areas has resulted in some early movement of cotth 
prospects of a larger movement than last fall from parts of Wyoming and Nevada, August 
of Vestern cattle were smaller than in August 1947. There was a relatively large novem 
cattle fron Kansas and Oklahona pastures during August, There has been a strong active 
for stocker and feeder cattle, 4 
Sheep and lambs are generally in good condition, except in the dry parts of Wyoming and 
other Local dey spets, Texis sheep and lambs sre only in foir 71 gah and showed some sh 
scniltion during august due to dry short feed, Present indications are that a Jarger B 
of ewe lambs will be held than last year, There is a strong demand: for breeding ewes. a 
ency to market old ewes, The August 1948 narketings of Western sheep end lands was 1 
August 1947, Idaho lacb marketings during August were larger than during August 1947." 
ing of feeder lambs has not been very active, with only limited contracting for Wester 
feeding sectsonse. soca ei OO Me haba eoriwal a ica hea ah 
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TEXAS RANGE AND LIVESTOCK REPORT AS OF JULY 1, 1949 


TEXAS: Range feed was generally adequate to abundant over the entire Sta 
July 1, Above normal June rainfell provided excellent soil moistt 

further improved summer range feed prospects except in the Coastal countie 
droughty conditions prevailed throughout most of the month, This dry areg 
ceived beneficial rain in early July. Grass was mature and beginning to 
in most Low Rolling Plains, Plateau, Trans-Pecos, and southern counties. i 
prasses have produced an unusually heavy seed crop. Grain sorghum, corn @ 
crop prospects were good to excellent in all ereas, All range feed was re 
at 90 percent condition on July 1, This was the same as reported a month! 
and was 5 points above average, j 
d 

Cows were carrying very good flesh and calves were making rapid gains on t 
fenerally abundant supply of green feed. Grass fat cattle prospects were. 
eood and fall delivery feeder calves were expected to be heavier than usug 
& limited number of calves have been contracted for fall delivery. Screw 
infestations, particularly in the southern two-thirds of the State, have | 
heavy. Cattle and calves were reported at 68 percent condition on July 1, 
was & points above average, 3 
z j 
Sheep and lambs were in only fair to good flesh, Grass was too rank and 4 
for best utilization by sheep. Needle and three-awn grass had matured and 
were causing considerable trouble among sheep and lambs. Many ranchers we 
shearing heads and legs. Because of heavy culling of ewe flocks during th 
and fall of 1948, this year's lamb crop percentage may be at 2 near record 
level. Sheep and lambs were reported at 87 percent condition on July 1. : 
was 3 points above average. - et ea | 
CATTLE, SH'mup AND GOAT CONDITISNS - JULY 1, 1949, With Con 
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CATTLE | SHEP & GOAT SHEEP 

July 1, 1949 90 eney 90 58 a7 4 
One month ago 90 91 90 68° 89 | 
One year ago 77 68 25 80 45 { 
10-Yr, Avg. (1938-47) E 
for July 1 86 84 85 86 g4 4 


WESTERN RANGF STATES; Grazing conditions are good to very good in tho central and 
ore Great Plains States of Wyoming, southwest South Dakota, Nebr# 
Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Texas, May and June rains in this large aj 
ample moisture for sumier range and pasture feeds, Dry conditions in northern and east 
liontana, southwest North Dakota, and parts of South Dakota made poor to fair range feog 
fecd conditions are fairly good in central, southcentral and southwest Montana and nog 
North Dakota cxcopt the Southwest, Rango teed conditions in the 10 States cast of thei 
are much better than a year ago and show above average condition even with the lower ef 
in Montana and the Dakotas. West of tho Main Range, the condition of range feed is lo 
a year ago and below average, Utah and Novada have good range feed following May and J 
rains, Idaho has fairly good grazing in the highor and eastern sections, with dry shot 
on low ranges, Oregon and Washington ranges aro dry with short feed on the lower range 
high ranges have fairly good feed, Arizona has good range fecd conditions. California 
ranges are dry with bslow average range foad conditions, The higher and mountain ranga 
West have good feed, which developed a little late, Native range foraze ronained green 
in much of the central and southern Great Plains, western Colorado, Utah and Nevada, dy 
ley and Juno rains, Grasshoppers have infested local arcas in Montana, Wyoming, and Ng 


Cattle and calves made very good gains during June, except in the dry arcas of the nort 
Great Plains, Orogon, Washington, and California, Cattle in the largo Great Plains era 
from southern Montana to the Rio Grando arc in much better condition than a year: ago an 
above average condition, Cattle in Utah and Novada are in good to very good condition, 
Oregon, Washington, and California cattle are in below average condition due to dry ran 
pastures, Arizona cattle are in good flesh, Dry range feed has forced somo carly move 
cattle from eastern Montana and southwest North Dakota, California has had but few gra 
eattlo, Cattle on the Bluc Stem and Osage pastures of Kansas and Oklahoma have made ve 
BAIN» 4 
Shoep ond lambs show a higher condition than a year ago duc to improved conditions in q 
Sheep made good gains during June in Wyoming, Colorado, Now Mexico, Utah, Nevada, Idaho 
Arizona, The condition of shecp was well maintained in Montana, the Dakotas, Oregon, a 
Vashington, where dry ranges provonted gains, Texas sheep show a much higher condition 
toon a your ago, but the grass was too coarse and rank for sheep, Good lamb crops are; 
in Toxas, Now Moxico, Colorado, and Montara, Lash percentages have been reduced in the 
ot suffcred from severe wintor storms and blizzards, THarly lambs are moving a Little 
from Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, de pe dh aides 1 
Henry L, Rasor, . W, D, Blachly, 
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Box 1162 + Austin 4, Texas - October 11, 1949 


RANGE AND LIVESTOCK REPORT AS OF OCTOBER 1, 1949 
TEXAS: Winter range feed supplies are more plentiful than they have been for 

Several years, Most ranchmen expect to go through the winter without any 
Supplemental feeding except cake, If needed, however, an abundant supply of hay, 
roughage, and grain is available, Timely early September rains in central and 
northern and northwestern counties and midemonth rains in coastal, southern, and 
TransePecos counties have supplied moisture in all parts of the State, In the 
northwest and Trans-Pecos, grass was still green, Wheat pasture prospects are very 
good, Moisture was near ideal for germination and early growth, A few Plains farm 
ers were beginning to turn stock on volunteer wheat, but most wheat will not be 
ready to graze until late October, All range feed was reported at 88 percent cone 
dition on October 1, This was the highest reported for this season of the year 
Since 1942 and was 7 points above averages 


Cattle and calves are going into the winter in very good condition, Because of the 
generally abundant feed supply, many ranchnen are holding back top heifer calves 
and looking for young stocker cows, Most of the feeder calf crop has been con+ 
tracted for movement to corn belt feed lots during October and early November, 
Delivery weights will be heavier than usual, Reported condition of cattle on Octow 
ber 1 was 88 percent, which was the same as a month ago and 4 points above average, 


Sheep and lambs are going into the winter carrying unusually good flesh. The bulk 
of available lambs have already moved, Solid mouth ewes and ewe lambs continue in 
very strong demand for restocking, with many ranchmen holding most young ewes, If 
the present good wheat pasture prospects materialize, the number of lambs on wheat 
pasture will probably be substantially above last year's number if the lambs are 
Still available, Condition of sheep, reported at 88 percent on October 1, was the 
highest reported since 1932 for this :season of the years Condition a month ago was 
86 percent and the 10-year average is 63 percents 


THE 
TEXAS RANGE, CATTIE, SHEEP AND GOAT CONDITIONS » OCTOBER 49, WITH COMPARISONS 
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» Ostoher 1, 1949 Se 90 Sg sis} S ? 
One month ago 87 86 86 88 86 87 
One year ago 73 70 72 78 te 81 
lOwYr, (1938-47) Ave. for 

October 1 81 80. 81 84 83 84 
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WESTERN RANGE STATES: Foed on western ranges cured and matured seasonally during September with 
a  @ one point decline jn the reported condition of rango feed, Range cons 
ditions cast of the Rockies are better than a year ago and slightly above average, Ranges have 
ood to very good feed, with only limited dry spots in the large important aroa including southern 
TPromtess, southern South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Ccdlahnns, Toxas, New Mexico, and 
4vizona, Montana and the western Dakotas have dry short feed, Range feed conditions are poor to 
fair and much below average in Washington, Orogon, Idaho, and California, Utah and Nevada, have 
fair to good feed that is very dry, Dry short rango foed has forced early use of irrigated pase 
tures field feeds in tho far West. High ranges generally dgied carly. Dry short range and 
postere foed caused an carly movement of livestock frou parts of the Far West, Montana, yarts of 
he Westen Dakotas, and northeast Wyoming, Fall and winter grazing prospects are very favorable 
in the central and southern Groat Plains and the Soutlnvest, This large area has good feod crops. 
Wheat pasture prospoots arc favorable in Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Texas, although roin 
4s needed for top soil moisture in parts of western Kansas and Oklahoma, Winter feed for livos 
stock will be short in Montana, southwest North Dakota, northwest and wost central South Dakota, 
and northeast Wyoming, Winter grazing and foods will be limited in parts of tho Nortlpvost, 
California's short rango and pasture food will bo reléoved if seasonal fall rains como as hay 
end other foods aro dn fairly good supply, 


Cattle and calwos are in better condition than a yoar ago and above average in most of the central 
_ ead southorn Great Plains and the Southwest, Cattlo show bolow average condition in the dry areas 
-~ Of Montana, the Dakotas, and northeast Wyoming, but thoro are few thin cattlc, Cattle show a 

Lower condétion than a yoar ogo in the dry ayoas of the Far West, with Utah and Nevada cattle in 

Bir to good condition, Cattle and calves havo moved early from the western D,kotas, sonigen 

and northeast Wyoming, also from Idaho, Orogore and Washington, Thore has also beon some tondensy 

to market ealy fia tho Central Plains, Tho late sumner and early fall novonont of cattle fron 

the Southwost has been below last year, Contracting of cattle and calves was fairly active in 
Soptonber, with the strongest denand for calves and light yoorlings 


Sheep and lanbs aro gocarelly in good condition in Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, and Now Moxioo, with 
lanbs pace Fg weights, Texas eheop show tho highest October 1 condition singe 1935_, Montana 
Sheap show balow cet condition, but lambs havo ae well, In the Northwest, the shoep 
below ee condition, with the oarly and lato lanbs novi ly at lighter weights than 
in 194i Tho late lanb crop is noving a little oarlicr than in 19455. ecas has had a light sheep 
ieee during tho aon sumer and carly faut o with an active decal denends | Canbyating 
‘ S was active OOTY » vo has deen a tondenay owe SW. 
considerable donend for owo lanbs an 
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